A rapid screen for the detection of specific DNA sequences in plants.
We have developed a simple and quick method ("wick blot") for detecting the presence of specific DNA sequences in plants, using radiolabeled DNA probes. The method requires only small amounts of tissue, about 15-25 mg. More than a hundred samples per day can be easily extracted and blotted. It works well on various species and tissues, including leaves, embryos, and callus. The method is ideally suited for screening large numbers of putative transformants, especially populations that have not been screened by prior selection.